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BOOK REVIEWS/NOTICES/BOOKS RECEIVED 

Environmental/Ecology/Conservation/Landscape Ecology 

Grf:G Gordon. 2003. Landscape of Desire. (ISBN 0-87421-560-9, ppk.). Utah State 

University Press, 7800 Old Main Hill, Logan, UT 84322-7800, U.S.A. (Or¬ 
ders: 435-797-1362, Fax 435-797-0313). $19.95, 213 pp. 1 map, 6" x 9”. 

The old professor (AKA the old philosopherj takes a group of students 1 rom the Sierra Insi itute for a 
six weeks exploration of Utah’s Canyon Countr\’. I le wants each person to experience the place ^‘on a 
physical level " and develop a personal aw'arencss ol the environment. " To help reinvent themsehes 
as ‘‘they metamorphose Irom adolescence to adulthoc'td,"’ everyone takes a trail riame. 11 the reader 
doesn’t mind accompanying Sage, Yucca, Seeker, Bobolet, Seaweed, Metta, Mud, and Huckleherry. he 
can learn a great deal from this book. cT’trdon is extremely knowledgeable about the natural history 
and folklore ol this magnificent country and describes it in a lively manner as the group descends 
through the 16 geologic formal ions (d ihe San Raphael/Dirty region. 

Another purpose of the trip is to document the abuse of the land by motorbikes and all terrain 
\'ehicles. This leads to the examinatic^n ol the wh(de question ol the conllict between de\ekq:imcnt 
and preservation. Its no contest. Gordon is a disciple ol Leopold and Abbey. 

I missed maps and pictures.—Rat/i (li fishii IxHciniiLil Reseench Inslitulc (>/ Icxas, i(n t Wvrth. 

TX, 76 / 02 - 4060 , USA. 


Vaclav Smil. 2002. The Earth’s Biosphere: Evolution, Dynamics, and Change. (ISBN 

0-262-19472-4, hbk.). The MIT Prcss,5Cainbi4dge Center,Cambridge, MA 
02142-1493, U.S.A. (Orders: 800-405-1619, mitpress-orders@mit.edu, http:/ 
/mitpress.mit.edu). $32.95, 346 pp., 138 illustrations, 8" x 9". 


Cnntcnf.s.—1) Evolution of the Idea; I'rom Vernadsky to a Science ol the Global linvironment; 2) Idle 
in the Universe; Attributes, Constraints, and Probabilities; 3) Liles Diversity and Resilience; Metabo¬ 
lisms, Species, Catastrophes: 4) Lnergicing the biosphere; Solar Radiatic^n and the Earth's Meat; 5) 
Water and Material Flows; biospheric C.Ncles; 6) I he Bios|3hcre's Extent; The Moveable boundaries: 
7) The biosphere’s Mass and Productivity; Quantifying Liles Presence and Perlormance; 8) The 
biosphere’s Dynamics and Organization; lYindainental Rules and Grand Patterns; 9) Civilization and 
the Biosphere; The Earth Translormed by 1 luman Action; 10 ) Epilogue; Appendixes; Relerences: Sci¬ 
entific Name Index; Name Index; and Subject Index. 


Brian Alexander. 2003. Rapture: How Biotech Became the New Religion. (ISBN 

0-7382-0761-6, hbk.). Basic Books. A Member of the Perseus Books Group, 
387 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10016, U.S.A. (Orders: 212-340-8100, 
www.basicbooks.com). $25.95, 256 pp., 6" x 9 1/4". 


CoiUt’/K.':. —1) Waiting for the Rapture; 2) The Prophet; 3) The Endless I'rontier; 4) Arise. Lazarus 
Long!; 5) The Immortal Mr. Steinberg; 6) W^ay Out West; 7) Bring C>n the Intjuisition Water into 
W'ine; 9 ) Pop! Goes the Rapture; 10 ) The Rapture Rides in a l.imo; Aeknowlcdgmcnts; Notes; and 
Index. 

This book basically sheds light on the modern science ol cloning, stem cells, miracle drugs, 
and genetic engineering. 
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/\ki III K Moi i-i I .A and jovn- l^rni (cds.). 2003. Invenliiig lor the linvironnicnl. (ISBN 


(ViOi-l )427-('), hbk.j. The MIT Press, S Cam bridge Center, Cambridge, M A 
('>2142-140 3, U.S./\.(Orders:8(30-4(’)S-l(')IO, mitpress-orders@mit.edu, hup:/ 
/mitpress.mit.edu). $ 20 . 0 ‘ 3 ^ 343 pp^ 44 illustrations, 7" x 4 1/4''. 

/■ Ml/M I he tlii'^l jiii L'l'i.- " I his amhii icLis htx^k lIcsc lahcA i he main’ \va\ s in which iiu’ciH loii al Iccis i he 

- j 

t'lnaronmenl (here del ined hi*oadl\' to ine lugle all lormsol interactit^n het\\'cen humansaiKl naimv). 
I Ik* h(xik starts wit h nai uiv iisell and then hauls readers tci examine i he l^iiiIt cin iromiumt and t he 
speeilu' leehnoh\r^ies in areas such as public health and eneri;\'.” 

( tMift’Mfs Chi \.ii Lire and Iechnok\i;\: W’hat Rtde Ih^es Innocat U3n Pla\ in I rhan I andscapes? 
I low' d(^ InnoN'at umis in Caty I'lannim; Shape i lie rnvironment ? I low' Po Innox'at ions m Architect ure 
ect the hin'inmment? I how can Imuwatious in Aiternaiix’c I'mereN' Nnirces Allect the l:n\'iron 



ment; I low' art' I he hrinciplcs ol Industrial licolcii;}' Ap|'>lied ti'i benel it t he hlu’ii'onmenl. ( onel usioiv 
e New lanariMmu'ntalism, and Index. 



I k\i I L>S. Oi.i\ I'llvA ANP l\( J. MarlM 'IS U'cl sj. 2002. The Cerrados of Brazil: Ecology 

and Natural History of a Neotropical Savanna. (ISBN 0-231 -1204 V3, h l')k.). 
C.olumbia University Press, I 3(')South Broadway, Irvington, NY 10033-2304, 
ILS.A. (Orders: 8(10-444-1844 la.\. http://\v\\'\\'.eolumbia.edu/eLt/eup/). 
$20.40, 348 pp., 40 illustrations, 7" x 0 1/4'', 

( (>/if(‘/i/\. I) lilt rodiicl ion: Pevelopment ol Research in t he C errados, PART I. Historical hramewnrk 
and t he A hiot ic l in'iinmnent: 2) Relat ion ol Soils and C it'ornorjihic Surlaces in the brazilian C. erradti; 
1) I ate t^huiternar\' 1 listoiw’ aiul Iw'olution of t he Cierrados as Re\'ealeel bv Ralynological Records; 4) 
t' hire hactor. 5) Rasi and ('urrent 1 luman Occtipation and l and 1. 'se. PART 11. I he Riant C'ommii 
nit\ ; C omptTsiiuTn, nvnamics, and I ilc-l listoiw’. 6) \ee,clatUMi Idn siov;nomies and Wood)- hlora ol 
I lu' C'erradc> biome; 7) 1 Icrbaceous Riant (huumimities; 8) Ratterns and l A namics ol Riant Ropula 
tioiisA)) I he Roh'ol larc in Ropulation lAnamics ol Woody Rlanis; 10) Ih tiph\siology ol \\ood\ 

111. I he Animal ( omnumity: I Vixersit\’ aiul bioi;ct\t;raphv. 11)1 t'pidt^ptera in theC'errado 
I andscape and the C (Miseiwai itui ol X'egetation. soil, aiul h^ioooraphical Mosaics 12) The C'haracter 
and nvnamicsol t he (herrado I lcr|X'lolauna; 13) The /Xvilauna: hcc>|oi;y, BioL;e(\i;raph\', and behax ior; 



ants. 



14) I he ( erradt'i Mammals; Hi\’ersitw h.cohx^w and Natural llisiorw PART IV. lnse(.l-Rlani 

/ i' j j 



erac 


turns. 15) Ant horagino on Riant I oliae.e; C auii rasl ing ITIectson the behavioral h.colov;v C)| Inst'Ct 
I h'rbi\’oies Kp Inieisu t ions Aiiumil; C'erraLh^ plants and Their I lerbicores. I nicjue tir t \’pical? Robert 



I M<irL|Uis; 17) Rol I i nation and Reproductive biology in (wrradt^ Riant C .om m unit ies. P/VR'l' V. 
c (Misetwat iiMi ol the( erraLk^s 18) bitxlix'ersit \’aiul C tuisciwat ion Rrituat ies in t he C errailo Region. 
Index. 


Sara 0 \ pi ii i i\ 2002 . Rainforest. (ISBN 0 - 2 o 2 -l 3 l 0 (v 3 , hhk.). The MIT Press, 3 

Cambridge Center, Cambridge, M/\ (12142-1443, U.S.A. (Orders: 800-400- 
UdO, mitpress-orders@mit.edu, littp://mitpress.mit.edu). $24.40, Kxl pp., 
200ei4or illustrations, 4 1/2" x 12 1/2". 

lhisb(X)k Is a great reminder ot t he mciVLlible be<uit\ aiul Lh\’ersi( \-ol rainlorests around t he world. 

^ ! J 

I lu' .si uniiinj; plKnoi^raphy is lix' Bruce ( Slonian (iolleci iun. Review Ion lu online jn Sitia 2U1), 2(H’'-I, 
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Ia^ren M. Smith. 2003. Playas of ihe Great Plains. (ISBN 0-292-70177-2, pbk; 0 




292-70534-4, hbk.). University ol Texas Press, P. 

7819, U.S.A., (Orders: 800-252-3206,800-687- 
(hbk), 264 pp., 34 b/\v illustrations, 6 maps, 6" x 9". 

Thisbook is about wetland ecolog}'andconservat ion ol the Playas ol the High Plains. Thcic are eight 
chapters broken down under three main sections: Playas and ihcir Environment : I ) What IS a Pla\ a?; 
2) Origin and Development. Ecosystem Aspects: 3) Flora: 4) Fauna: 5) Slructure. [ unciion. and Di 
N'crsit)'. Conservation Aspects: 6) 1 1 istorical. Cull uraF and Cmrrent Societal Value ol Idaxas: 7) Threats 
t(^ Proper Function of Playas: 8) Conservalion IMst. Present.and Future: Appendix: Relerences: Index. 


jAMiiS A. Yount; and Ci iarfie: D. CiT':me:nt.s. 2002. Purshia: The Wild and Bitter Roses. 

(ISBN 0-87417-491-0, hbk.). University ot Nevada Press, Mail Stop 166, Reno, 
NV 895-57-0076, U.S.A. (Orders; 775-784-6573 x232, 775-784-6200 lax, 

w w vv. n \' books, n e vt 



ations. 


3 maps, 6" x 9 I /4''. 


The genus /'it i slihi is in the family Rosaecae. The book is an indepth look at the ecology and matiage- 
ment of habitat for these i m port ant species ol plants that lorm a \'ital com ixrncnt ol the western and 
inter mountain vegetation. TweKc chapters discuss ever\'t king Irom the historical aspects ol t he wild 
titid bitter roses to bitterbrush plant comtmmitics to insects and plant diseases to tnanagement is¬ 
sues related to /’nr.s/tici species. "I he text is supplemented with line drawings and photogrtiphs. 

Plant Physiology/Planl Analomy/Pathology/Agricullure 
Riciiaro C. Ki ATiNG. 2003. Anatomy of the Monocotyledons. IX Acoraceae and 

Araceae. (ISBN 0-19-850122-6, hbk.). M. Gri T'.ORvand D.FCriTi.iiR 
University Press. (Orders: Oxlord University Press, 2001 Evans Road, Cary. 
NC 27513, U.S.A., 800-451-7556,919-677-1.303 fax, www.oup.com). $125.00, 
327 pp., 855 photomicrographs in 115 plates, 7 1/2” x 9 1/2". 

This is volume nine in the continuation ol the series Afuitoniv of the Monocotyledons. Based upon 
anatomical, morphological, and molecular data, a new classilication system ol the Araceae is pre- 



se 


nted. 
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